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Education in America: Government/Corporate/
Foundation Cartel 

Government joins private, unaccountable entities to push 
progressive standards, assessments, and data-collection 

policies designed for workforce-development. 



“It is not unfair to say that the Gates 
Foundation’s agenda has become the country’s 
agenda in education.” 

   "Gates-led" rather than "State-led" 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Walton Family Foundation, National 
Center on Education & the Economy, The Pearson Foundation, U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation, the Foundation for Excellence in 
Education (Jeb Bush), the Fordham Institute,  the National PTA, the NEA. 

Michael Petrilli, President 
The Thomas B. Fordham Institute 



Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)	

“[I]f you look at the substance of what is there 
[in ESSA] . . . embedded in the law are the 
values that we’ve promoted and proposed 
forever. The core of our agenda from Day 
One, that’s all in there – early childhood, high 
standards [i.e., Common Core] . . . . For the 
first time in our nation’s history, that’s the letter 
of the law.” – Education Sec. Arne Duncan, 
Dec. 2015 
 
https://www.politicopro.com/education/story/2015/12/politico-q-a-
arne-duncan-on-his-regrets-the-essa-miracle-and-homework-
help-084132 



How USED Allows “Local Control” Under ESSA  
  Requires federally shaped state plans, accountability 

systems, standards, assessments, etc. 

  Includes billions in grants to encourage adoption of federal 
policy preferences. 

 
Source: “Republicans and the Lost Promise of Local Control in Education,” http://
thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/education/338469-republicans-and-the-lost-promise-of-
local-control-in-education. 



Technically prohibits the Secretary of Education from dictating state 
standards. But . . .  

  This language largely replicates existing language in No Child 
Left Behind. 

  The secretary still has veto power over the state plans 

  There is no enforcement mechanism for the states. 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 



  Requires a state’s standards to prepare students “for 
postsecondary education or the workforce without 
remediation,” and to coordinate with 11 different federal 
statutes. (Sec. 1111(a), (b)) 

  Code language for “college- and career-ready.” 

  Code language for Common Core.  

  Few states will abandon Common Core, which is already 
federally approved as “college- and career-ready.” 



The Secretary won’t have to dictate anything –  
the statute itself does it! 

 



  This is Outcome-Based Education, Round 2. 

  Emphasis on “21st century skills,” (non-cognitive, SEL, higher 
order thinking) such as communication, collaboration -- NOT 
academic knowledge. 

  Goal is workforce-development, not genuine education. 
 



ESSA Pushes Workforce-Development Training 
Requires coordination of state plans with 11 federal statutes, 
including Carl Perkins Career and Technical Education Act and 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act. 
 
Source: ESSA § 1111(a)(1)(B) 



ESSA Is Replete with 
Workforce Language 

  “industry-recognized 
credentials” 

  “coordinate with 
employers” 

  “promote skills attainment 
important to in-demand 
occupations or industries” 

  “career competencies” 
  “career readiness skills” 



compo	
  Students demonstrate specific “competencies” or “skills” via online 

tasks, and then move on. 

  Focus on machine-based training, “digital badges.” 

Related to Competency-Based Education (CBE) 



What’s Wrong with Education  
as Workforce Training or CBE? 



  Government can predict skills 
needed in the future? 
  Diminishes genuine liberal-arts  

                   education. 



Why de-emphasize content in favor of “skills”?  
Students educated in logic, history, and great literature are less 
gullible, less malleable. 
  
“[I]f you work hard and intelligently, you should be able to detect 
when a man is talking rot, and that, in my view, is the main, if not the 
sole, purpose of education.”  
- Source: John Alexander Smith, Professor of Moral Philosophy, speaking to the entering 
freshman class at Oxford University, 1914  
 
 “If education is beaten by training, civilization dies.”  
- Source: C.S. Lewis, "Our English Syllabus," in his Rehabilitations and Other Essays 
(London: Oxford UP, 1939), pp. 81-82.  



Government will track students into the 
workforce by combining education, including 
SEL data, and labor data.   
 
Fulfills vision of Marc Tucker, who 
recommended to Hillary Clinton (1992) a 
government-managed education/workforce 
structure coordinated by  “a system of labor 
market boards at the local, state and federal 
levels” with integrated curriculum and “job 
matching” via the “computer-based system.” 

Workforce Data Quality Initiative Grant Program 

 
Sources: https://www.doleta.gov/performance/workforcedatagrant09.cfm; https://
axiomamuse.wordpress.com/2010/09/25/transforming-education-marc-tuckers-dear-hillary-
letter/ 



Social and Emotional Learning 

Source: Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL)    



“. . . the processes through which children . . . acquire and effectively 
apply the knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to understand 
and manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and 
show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive 
relationships, and make responsible decisions. [The goal is to 
create] a good student, citizen, and worker.” 
 
Source: Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL)    
 

Social and Emotional Learning 



  Self-awareness 
  Self-management 
  Social awareness 
  Relationship skills 
  Responsible decision making, including ethical decision-making 

 
Source: Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL)    
 

Social and Emotional Learning Components 



Institute for Education Sciences (IES) 
  Social emotional research in SETRA 
  Assessing mindsets in the NAEP 

 

Novo Foundation 
  Social Justice 

Transgenderism 
 

Robert Wood Johnson 
  Bemoans effect of climate change on “health & equity” 
  Promotes socialized healthcare 

 

1440 Foundation 
  Buddhist mindfulness techniques 

 
Source: Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL)    
 

SEL Efforts of CASEL Funders 



“We share this more expansive view of student competence and well-being, 
but we also believe that enthusiasm for these factors should be tempered 
with appreciation for the many limitations of currently available measures…
perfectly unbiased, unfakeable, and error-free measures are an ideal, not a 
reality…” 
 
 – Duckworth & Yeager, Education Researcher (Emphasis added) 
 

FACT – Even  lead researchers on SEL have concerns. 



“Various elements of SEL can be 
found in nearly every state’s K-12 
standards framework and in the 
Common Core State Standards for 
the English Language Arts.”  
Source – National Association of State Boards of 
Education Newsletter, October 2013  

 Common Core promotes teaching of psychological 
attitudes. 



“I believe this bill [ESSA] gets us back to redefining 
what the Common Core is…regulating your own 
emotional state. This comes well before science, 

technology, engineering, and math.” 
 Congressman Tim Ryan (D-OH) during ESSA debate 12/15  

 
 



Federal Government Pushing SEL 
  ESSA allows measures of SEL in school accountability (§ 1111(c)

(4)(B)(v)) and provides grants for SEL (§ 4107(a)). 

  NAEP & state assessments starting to include SEL surveys 

  Fifteen federal programs can be used to fund SEL efforts. 

  Head Start  

  Proposed reauthorization of ESRA [SETRA] would have allowed 
federal research and data-collection on children’s SEL. 

  Arne Duncan – “Grit, resilience, tenacity, perseverance”  should 
be taught “in a systemic way” (House testimony, April 29, 2014). 



  Preschool SEL  

  ESSA pre-K program requires alignment with 
Head Start statute, which requires federal 
Head Start pre-K “baby Common Core” 
content standards in 11 places.  

  Content standards include subjective & 
controversial SEL standards for children.  

  State pre-K standards must align with 
Head Start standards & coordinate data-
sharing with Head Start – Rhode Island 
already combining newborn genetic & 
health data with pre-K & K-12 data. 



Head Start SEL 
Standards 



Gender Identity 

“Refers to a person’s internal, deeply felt sense of being either 
male or female, or something other or in between. Because 
gender identity is internal and personally defined, it is not visible to 
others.”  (Emphasis added.)  
 
Sources: Making Room in the Circle Preschool Curriculum & Transgender Education & Legal 
Defense Fund; http://www.transgenderlegal.org/media/uploads/doc_22.pdf 

 



  Pre-K SEL Skills NOT Predictive 

 
“Across all 6 studies, the strongest predictors 
of later achievement are school-entry math, 
reading, and attention skills…Early math 
skills have the greatest predictive power, 
followed by reading and then attention skills. 
By contrast, measures of socioemotional 
behaviors…were generally insignificant 
predictors of later academic performance, 
even among children with relatively high 
levels of problem behavior.”  
Source – Duncan, et. al. – School Readiness and Later 
Achievement – Developmental Psychology, 43(6), 
1428-1446 





Can measure “noncognitive” aspects such as collaboration, 
persistence, leadership, by capturing “micro-level data on [students’] 
problem-solving sequences, knowledge, and strategy use, including 
each student’s selections or inputs, the number of attempts a 
student makes, the number of hints and feedback given, and the 
time allocated across each part of the problem.” 

Digital Learning 



“Some of these new digital learning resources are sophisticated 
systems capable of collecting large amounts of fine-grained data as 
users interact with them . . . [L]earners will generate vast quantities 
of data . . . .” 
 
 

Digital Learning 



CEO of Knewton bragged about software that mines “5-10 
million actionable data [points] per user per day.” 
  



"Proficiency-Based Pathways. Education leaders have long 
talked about setting rigorous standards and allowing students more 
or less time as needed to demonstrate mastery of subjects and 
skills. This has been more a promise than a reality, but we believe 
it's possible with the convergence of the Common Core State 
Standards, the work on new standards-based assessments, 
the development of new data systems, and the rapid growth of 
technology-enabled learning experiences...”  
 
– Gates Foundation: Supporting Students Investing in Innovation and Quality https://
docs.gatesfoundation.org/Documents/supporting-students.pdf, p. 6 

Digital Learning Tied to Common Core 



“ASCA Mindsets & Behaviors align with specific standards from the 
Common Core State Standards through connections at the 
competency level.” (Emphasis added) 
 
– Source: http://schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/home/MindsetsBehaviors.pdf, p. 4 



Multiple grant programs to push schools to replace 
teacher-led instruction with machine-led training. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: https://tech.ed.gov/files/2017/01/2017.1.18-Tech-Federal-Funds-Final-V4.pdf  

ESSA and Digital “Learning” 







“These high-fidelity data are in the form of 
log files from mouse clicks within the digital 
learning environment. They also measure 
and monitor things like students’ saccadic 
eye patterns as students learn from visual 
and textual information sources, data from 
sensors tracking facial expressions and 
posture, and more. These data are all fine-
grained, reflecting students’ learning 
processes, knowledge, affective states . . . .” 
 
Source: https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2016-05-13/
op-ed-educational-data-mining-can-enhance-science-
education. 



Video-Gaming in the Classroom 
  Gaming can “change the world” by 

giving players a substitute reality. 

  Gaming can be the next step in 
human evolution. 

 
 
Source: Jane McGonigle, Director of Game Research and 
Development, Institute for the Future, Palo Alto, CA 
TED talk – “Gaming Can Make a Better World” – February 
2010 
 



  But “not just about changing their brain, it’s about changing 
society itself.” 

  Must create “smart, moral people” who can change, adapt to 
chaos, accept limits for sustainability. “Intelligence is not 
cognitive.” 

 
Source: Dr. James Gee, Professor of Literacy Studies, Arizona State University 
Speaking at “Using Video Games to Assess Students’ Noncognitive  Skills” webinar, May 6, 
2014 
 

Digital Learning 



“We keep talking about schools and teachers, because we do not 
want to talk about society, ourselves, and the craven way we 
empower the rich, corporations, and rampant social Darwinism. We 
cannot change our society in one fell swoop.  
 
Sneak in, move quietly, attack unseen, put away the suit – be a 
snake.” 
 
Source: “Games Can Advance Education: A Conversation With James Paul Gee,” kqed 
blogs, July 2014. 

Digital Learning 



From Pre-School to 20-Workforce Data Collection 
Intrusive Data Mining 

Common Core is part of a larger scheme that encourages states to collect 
over 400 data points on each student, including SEL. The data will go into 
state databases – which are identically built, and therefore sharable & can 
be used for predictive testing. 
 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act was  gutted in 2012 to 
allow almost unlimited data-sharing, without parental consent. 
 

reference 
7,8,9 



  Regulation that gutted it must be 
withdrawn. 

  Statute must be revised to address 
modern dangers: social/emotional 
data, nonconsensual collection, 
predictive testing, combination with 
health/mental health data, and use of 
data collected by digital platforms. 

  FERPA problems will be aggravated 
by CEP recommendations 

FERPA  Must  Be  Fixed! 



  Return local/state control of standards/tests & state plans  
  Deny funding for SEL standards, assessments, data collection –  

  No SEL research in ESRA reauthorization 
  Enforce current law regarding attitude/mindset testing in 

state tests and plans and NAEP 
  Demand revocation of 2012 FERPA regulation 
  Update FERPA legislatively 
  Reject the College Transparency Act 
  Oppose data collection recommendations of CEP 
  Support two-parent family formation in welfare reform  

What Congress Can Do 



  Talk to your members of Congress about these issues 
  Submit comments to the federal register asking for repeal of the 

2012 FERPA regulation by September 20th  
  Talk to state and local officials and urge them not to accept SEL 

and other problematic ESSA grants 

What You Can Do 




