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1) CLAIM : Places new and unprecedented restrictions on the secretary of education
TRUTH: There is no enforcement mechanism for any of these restrictions and the secretary of education still has veto power over the state plans
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that still mandate standards and assessments similar to Common Core.
2) CLAIM: Prohibits the Secretary of Education from forcing, coercing, or incentivizing states into adopting Common Core
TRUTH: ESSA heavily influences standards within the bill itself. This requirement to have the standards comply with 11 different unconstitutional
federal statutes setting up standards similar to Common Core will be statutory. A state must comply with it regardless of what the Secretary does or
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doesn't do.
3) CLAIM: Ends the era of federally mandated high-stakes tests
TRUTH: Tests are still federally mandated along with 95% participation with no opt-out clause as was present in the House bill. There are new
mandates for the tests to be psychologically profiling "higher order thinking skills" and "strategies to improve students' skills outside the academic
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subject areas." Experts admit these standards and assessments are very subjective and there is new evidence of lax student data protection.
4) CLAIM: Eliminates the federally mandated one-size-fits-all accountability system
TRUTH: While it is an improvement that AYP is gone, the mandates for what states must include in their accountability systems are still very
concerning, especially in non-academic areas. (See items 1 & 3).
5) CLAIM: Repeals 49 ineffective and duplicative federal programs
TRUTH: The appropriations language will have to be examined to make sure these programs are actually eliminated, not merely consolidated as was
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mentioned by several groups during discussion of HR 5. The ineffective, invasive 21 Century Community Schools program with increased mental
health interference is still funded.
6) CLAIM: Provides states and schools with new funding flexibility
TRUTH: With all of the myriad legalistic and detailed requirements in a 1061 page bill, flexibility is in the eye of the federal bureaucrats that will be
beholding this mess for interpretation and implementation. There is already intense controversy between Congress and USED about the
7
“supplement not supplant” regulations regarding funding.
7) CLAIM: Holds the line on no new pre-K programs
TRUTH: How this can be said with a straight face is beyond comprehension when there is $250 million in new grant spending with required alignment
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to Head Start that requires controversial psychosocial "Baby Common Core" national standards and there is so much research showing lack of
effectiveness or harm of these programs.
8) CLAIM: Offers parents more school choice.
TRUTH: While it is good that private and home schools seem to have escaped coming under the federal strings and regulations, such as requirement
for public school standards like Common Core and tests in this bill, proclaiming charter schools as a great alternative to public schools is not exactly
accurate. These are still public schools, have unelected boards, must give the public school tests based on the Common Core standards in the vast
majority of states, and are a boon to unaccountable corporations.
9) CLAIM: Provides a four year authorization of the law
TRUTH: This is an improvement over the previous seven year period that went for fourteen, but any amount of time that carries the requirements for
federally mandated standards and testing that psychologically profiles our children and results in essentially the same type of standards as Common
Core along with many other invasive programs is still too long.
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This is a modified response to the US House Ed. & Workforce Committee talking points in support of ESSA at http://edworkforce.house.gov/uploadedfiles/top10.png
http://truthinamericaneducation.com/elementary-and-secondary-education-act/esea-reauthorization-ramming-through-a-bad-deal-for-americas-children/
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Ibid.
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http://bit.ly/2fLFJMr & http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2015/11/21/u-s-department-of-education-data-system-riddled-with-vulnerabilities-for-students/
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http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/~/media/publications/PDFs/21stfinal.pdf
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http://www.cnsnews.com/news/article/barbara-hollingsworth/senate-bill-would-fund-parent-replacement-centers-5-more-years
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http://edworkforce.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=401136
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https://www.sourceforlearning.org/news.cfm?newsid=68 & http://edlibertywatch.org/?p=1675
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http://edlibertywatch.org/2015/11/compilation-analysis-of-early-childhood-research-regarding-effect-fade-out-academic-emotional-harm/
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